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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 712 

FROM MEPC DEL 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET MIDDLE EAST DELEGATION MOVEMENTS 
REF: GENEVA 383 

1. WHEN DELOFFS PAID COURTESY CALL FEB 5 ON SOVIET DELOFF 
ZHUKOV (IN ORDER FOR SMITH TO INTRODUCE OAKLEY), LATTER EVEDENTLY 
WELCOMED THE CONTACT WARMLY. ZHUKXV DESCRIBED DAY AS GLOOMY 
ONE FOR HIM PERSONALLY-ORDER HAD JUST COME FROM MOSCOW 
RECALLING ALL DELEGATION MEMBERS EXCEPT VINOGRADOV AND HIMSELF, 
WHO HAD BEEN TOLD TO STAY PUT, AND OTHERS WERE RETURNING HOME THAT 
SAME DATE. ZHUKOV EXPLAINED THAT SOVIET DELOFFS PYRT.IN HAD 
RETURNED TO GENEVA VERY SHORTLY AFTER MOSCOW VISIT OF EGYPTIAN 
FONMIN FAHMY AND WAS AMONG THOSE GOING BACK TO MOSCOW FEB. 5. 

(WE IN FACT RAN INTO PYRLIN IN HALL LATER AND FOUND HIM BEAMING.) 
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2. ZHUKOV COMMENTED THAT FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS RE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE DEPENDED TO CONSIDERABLE EXTENT ON OUTCOME OF 
GROMYKO'S TALKS WITH SECRETARY, ABOUT WHICH HE WAS ANXIOUSLY 
AWAITING WORD FROM MOSCOW. HE SAID HE DID NOT EXCLUDE POSSI- 
BILITY THAT AS RESULT, THINGS COULD BECOME ACTIVE IN GENEVA 
INNEAR FUTURE-IN WHICH CASE HIS COLLEAGUES RETURNING TO 
MOSCOW FEB. 5 WOULD BE BACK IN A HURRY. 

3. IN COURSE OF BRIEF DISCUSSION OF SITUATION IN AREA, ZHUKOV 
REMARKED THAT ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT BELIEVE SYRIAN PRES ASAD 
WAS IN DOMESTIC POLITICAL TROUBLE, THERE WAS NO QUESTION THAT 
IRAQIS WERE EXERCISING SOME INFLUENCE ON SYRIAN BAATH PARTY AND 
THAT THIS REDUCED ASAD'S MANF.T TVER ABIT JTY.D AT ,E 
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